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OPENING THE DOORS FOUNDATION
Keeping Koorie Kids in an Education of their Choice

The Opening the Doors Foundation acknowledges the traditional owners 
of ancestral lands across Australia. We respect Elders past and present 
and local Aboriginal custodians. 

This material may contain images of members of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Communities who have entered the Dreaming. They are used 
with the greatest respect and appreciation.

For the past 17 
years, Opening 
the Doors 
Foundation 
has supported, 
encouraged 
and believed in 
the potential of 
our Aboriginal 
and  Torres 

Strait Islander youth in Victoria.  
A successful and inspiring 
education, as we all know, 
produces leaders, role models 
and happy and ambitious young 
people.  We have opened the 
Doors to the possibility to such 
an education for hundreds of 
young Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students over those 
years, some who are completing 
their Year 12 in 2018 have been 
supported by the Foundation 
for 13 years, the whole of their 
educational journey and what a 
privilege it has been to be able to 
do so.  We took on the challenge 
of responding to educational and 
fi nancial disadvantage for our 
families and young people, and 
have made a difference.   NOW, 
however, those young people are 
moving past disadvantage and 
have grasped their opportunities 
and are opening their own doors, 
making their mark and aspiring 
and achieving, standing proud 
in their identity and Culture.    
The following responses from 
our students and families are 
just a small example, but they 
showcase leadership, academic 
and personal success ….

“He is determined to become the 
fi rst Indigenous Captain of his 
School – he is well on his way”

“The highlight of her year was 
receiving the State Award for the 
National History Challenge for the 
Indigenous category”

“I won the Year 9 Leadership 
Award and am Captain of my 
footy team

I was nominated for 
Sportswoman of the Year and I 
won Young Citizen of the Year

Her leadership skills developed 
both at school and outside. She 
was elected class captain and 
School Vice-Captain

She conducted Welcome to 
Country for Opening for the 
school opening … she was 
selected to participate in 
advanced Maths programme

I have done Welcome to Country 
on special occasions; I sang 
Language songs and wore a 
possum skin….

He was voted on to Student 
Congress by peers and staff for 
2018

He is doing very well at school 
he is in advanced maths class 
and got into a summer school 
program for environmental 
science.

She has gained entry to Monash 
University in 2018 to study 
Medicine.

These responses ensure that we, 
as Trustees of the Foundation, 
must continue to fi nd ways 
to not only lift the levels of 
disadvantage but provide 
opportunities and encouragement 
to our young people to aspire, to 
dream and to achieve.

This is a challenge that is going 
to require the Foundation 
to embrace change, both in 
structure and in the fl exibility 
in our service delivery. As 
an Aboriginal community 
organisation it is essential that 
we operate at all levels within the 
principles of self-determination, 
for ourselves and most especially 
for our families. This Report will 
detail some of those changes 
and it will provide you with 
the statistical background for 
2017/2018 grant programme, but 
most of all I want you to hear 
the voices of our students and 
our families, so you can know 
how the Foundation is making a 
difference. Of course, this report 
is also our way of saying thank 
you to those who support us 
fi nancially, who volunteer their 
time, and those who care so 
deeply in the work of Opening the 
Doors Foundation.

Enjoy the Report, and feel so very 
proud of the contribution that has 
been and continues to be made.

Vicki Clark, Chairperson
On behalf of the Trustees of 
Opening the Doors Foundation

Our 2018 Journey

ABN 20 671 392 558



2017 / 2018 IN REVIEW
Opening the Doors Foundation distributed $575,000 among 
772 students, Primary and Secondary.   
Separate grants were given for Curriculum Extensions 
Programs for students to travel internationally or interstate 
enabling students who otherwise not have the opportunity to 
visit countries such as Japan, France and U.S.A., as well as 
other States and Territories within Australia.

“I attended a culture camp at Lake Mungo with other 
Aboriginal students.  This was an amazing camp that helped 
me deepen my spirituality and knowledge of my culture and 
land.”

Music grants have enabled students to participate in music 
programmes and individual lessons in voice training and a 
variety of musical instruments.   

“The best thing was music scholarship – learning how to 
play and read music. Learning music has been great for her 
confi dence, leading to increased focus at school and socially 
more well-rounded.

Growth in the Foundation’s Distribution 
2009 to 2018

Year No of Students % Increase Grants Totals % Increase

2009 411 40% $207,134 49%

2010 460 12% $262,466 27%

2011 524 14% $288,000 10%

2012 600 14.5% $339,000 17.7%

2013 615 2.5% $359,556 6%

2014 672 9.26% $395,873 10%

2015 724 7.74% $476,422 20.35%

2016 740 2.2% $527,178 10.07%

2017 757 2.3% $573,568 8.80%

2018 772 2.0% $584,337 1.88%

Donation Base 2017/2018 
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INTRODUCTION OF 
OUR NEW PROGRAM

FAMILY 
PARTNERSHIPS

In recognition of 
the commitment 
of our long 
term families 
to obtaining 
excellent 
educational 
opportunities for 
their children, 
and set in the 

principles of self-determination, the 
Foundation is introducing in 2019 a 
new Family Partnership Program for 
families who have been supported by 
the Foundation for 5 years or more.  
This family partnership program 
will simplify the application process, 
enabling easier access for families to 
grants, and a quicker response time 
from the Foundation.
A sample of some responses from 
some of these families:
He has had a very positive year; he 
continues to excel in his studies 
receiving excellent school reports in 
areas of the curriculum but especially 
in English and Science.  We struggle 
to afford and maintain the school 
costs and the help from OTDF is much 
needed and appreciated.  (OTDF has 
supported him from Prep to Year 10; 11 
years of support).
He is doing very well at school and is 
looking forward to VCE studies in 2018; 
he wants to be an engineer.  (OTDF has 
supported him from Prep to Year 11, 12 
years of support).
She is making steady progress in Year 
9, she enjoys the arts program.. for 
the fi rst time she danced to traditional 
Wurrundjeri language during their LOTE 
assembly and was so proud. (OTDF has 
supported her from Prep to Year 9, 10 
years).

THE FOUNDATION WISHES THESE 
AND ALL OUR FAMILIES AND 
STUDENTS A WONDERFUL AND 
SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION TO THE 
2018 SCHOOL YEAR!



MESSAGES FROM THE HEART
CEP MAGIC!
I only recently started to learn 
Japanese and am already in the 
top 10 students – AND – I went to 
Japan!
He was successful in being 
approved to attend the Japanese 
Study Tour; we both believe this 
has been the highlight of the 
year.
He went on an immersion trip 
to Alice Springs with the help of 
OTDF, this was the highlight of his 
year, connecting to Country and 
meeting some family.

She was lucky enough to get support through 
Harry and Agnes Bugden Music grant and 
attended piano lesson this year where she 
learnt so much.

Continuing the piano 
lessons opened new 
doors as she performed 
at a school event and at 
the end of year concert.

I was nominated as Sportswoman of the Year and won 
Young Citizen of the Year. These are the best things 
because they make me feel like I can accomplish my 

dreams.
She has won: Service Award, 
Cultural Award, HPV (Human Power 
Vehicle) Award, Voice Ensemble 
Award (choir), Agricultural Award 
and is Year 9 Honour Student!

THANK YOU!
He had a smooth transition into Secondary school this year. 
Your support ensured he had all the uniforms, school bag and 
shoes and books he needed which we may not otherwise have 

able to afford. I don’t know 
if you realise how much 
this support alleviates the 
stresses, so we are able to 
give our children a good 
education.
With the Foundation’s 
support she has always 

felt comfortable to participate to her full capacity at school as 
the worry of uniforms and books is not an issue.  Without these 
pressures she has gone on to do more than expected this year. 
We are very proud, thank you!
The support from Opening the Doors helps her in many ways – 
having uniforms on her back and looking great is one of them.
To have my child feel confi dent, proud and belonging to school 
with new uniforms and to be able to go on excursions and 
camps and participate in school activities has boosted his self-
esteem and individual confi dence, thank you Opening the Doors 
Foundation, this has helped in such a positive way.

CHANGING SCHOOL 
CULTURES!
He performs Welcome to 
Country at Assembly and Mass 
regularly.
He has been on camp with 
the Kinder children to help 
run a cultural workshop about 
boomerangs.
He feels very special when he 
is asked to read the Welcome 
to Country at the school 
assembly.
He did Welcome to Country in full 
language for visiting Irish Principals.

He lead whole school 
assemblies with his 
Didgeridoo playing, 
this has boosted his 
confi dence and self-
esteem.

ASPIRATIONS AND ACHIEVEMENTS!

MUSIC MAGIC!

He has really enjoyed being a class 
captain and the year has seen him 
delivering speeches at whole school 
assemblies. He has fl ourished this year.
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THE TRUSTEES OF OPENING THE DOORS FOUNDATION SAY

THANK YOU, TO OUR SUPPORTERS, 
for enabling young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders,

 to ASPIRE, TO DREAM, TO ACHIEVE in their educational journeys in 2018!

WE NEED YOU, OUR Donors, Philanthropic organisations, Partner Groups, Parishes, Religious Orders, 
FIRE Carrier Schools and especially our long-term, loyal, every day supporters who give what they can, 

year after year, TO CONTINUE TO SUPPORT US IN 2019. YOU are the catalyst, for without you, the Foundation 
could not continue to provide the opportunity to enable generational change 

and transformation in the educational outcomes of our young people. By giving families the capacity 
to choose alternative, culturally safe and positive educational journeys for their children, the 

Foundation, with your support, is one of the keys to unlocking the potential of our youth, 
ALLOWING THEM TO LIFT THEIR ASPIRATIONS AND AMBITION 

AND BECOME our future leaders.

We recognise, AS ALWAYS, with gratitude our major, long term supporters:

Portland House, St Vincent de Paul Society (National Council), Archdiocese of Melbourne and the Victorian 
Catholic Bishops, Cabrini Health, Merrin Grenet Foundation, L. Arthur Pty. Ltd., Eric and Elizabeth Gross 

Foundation and Arnold Bloch Liebler. 

OUR VOLUNTEERS
It is now, and always has been, the intent of the Trustees to 
ensure that the full amount of the donated dollar is given 
to our families and students.  As the availability of grants 
for administration reduces, it is ever more vital that we are 
gifted with the services of our VOLUNTEERS.
WE NEED YOU! WOULD YOU CONSIDER JOINING 
“FRIENDS OF  THE FOUNDATION”?
A group of people who may not have regular times to donate their 
skills, but who would be willing to be called upon at certain times of the 
Foundation’s Calendar to assist.
Please contact the Foundation on 9443 9070 or email an enquiry to 
enquiries@openingthedoors.com.au

TO THOSE WHO 
HAVE BEEN OUR FAITHFUL 

VOLUNTEERS IN 2018
We appreciate! 

We Salute You! and We say 

THANK YOU!

How you can donate:
Any contribution no matter how small will help Aboriginal Kids 

open the doors so please give generously. 
All donations over $2.00 are tax deductible.

Donate Online With the help of our friends at GiveNow you can now donate online

  Make a Donation Make a once off, monthly or even a yearly donation to the Foundation. Your kind 
donation will help us to continue supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education.

Leave a Bequest Leave the Foundation a lasting legacy through a bequest. If you are considering making 
a bequest you can update or make a Will with the advice of a solicitor using a similar paragraph as 

follows. Note: - It is always advised to seek legal advice when adjusting a Will as it is a legal document.


